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		Selby Public School
			1623 County Rd. 41
Selby, Ontario
K0K 2Z0
(613)-388-2670
Fax: (613)-388-2225
Twitter: @selbyschool
		

Minutes from Parent Council meeting: September 27th, 2018

Parent Council positions for 2018/2019 school year:
Chair: Norah Brien
Treasurer: Corinna Genevasen
Secretary: Norah Brien (until someone else volunteers)

Treasurer's Report: Current balance of $4,444.03

Last year we talked about fundraising for more outdoor activities for the students to enjoy, specifically musical instruments. The instruments are quite costly for only one small piece of equipment and we’re not too sure that the students would actually use them very much. It was decided to wait on purchasing any instruments and Mr. West is looking into alternative options for outdoor equipment that the students would enjoy more. 

Staffing has been confirmed and no changes to staff or classrooms will be coming. There are currently 11 classrooms, which allow class sizes to be smaller than they were last year. This is much better for students and staff, and enrolment is stable at 240 students. This year Selby has new staff members, Ms. Argyle in JK/SK, Mrs. Choquette who is replacing Mrs. Scott, Mr. Sunderland in grade 4, Mrs. Rowe in 6/7 and Mr. Alcock in grade 7, who is sharing teaching duties with Mrs. Putnam as she continues to heal from her concussion.

The school has a new and improved website and this is where parents will find most of the upcoming events and happenings at the school. A link will be posted on the parent council Facebook page as well as not all parents are aware of the website. 

Spirit wear this year will be available online and throughout the entire year. We will have our own website where parents/caregivers can go to at any time and place orders. 

Over the next few months automated options will be coming to the school. There will be web attendance, cashless payments and automated calls home in cases of emergency or attendance issues. Currently with the attendance, teachers must physically mark down their attendance in a binder and send it to the main office where Mrs. Gallagher sorts through and calls all the parents/caregivers of the students who are away but have not phoned in an absence to the school. Web attendance will allow teachers to input their attendance directly and an automated call will go to the parents to ask where the student is.  The same method will be used in case of an early dismissal or an emergency at the school. Instead of Mrs. Gallagher calling each and every parent/caregiver, a push of the button will call directly with a message. 

EQAO testing results have come in and results will be mailed to parents. An overview of the results will be read by staff to see where students are doing well and where some improvement can be made. Province-wide, math scores were down and even with new ideas and promotion of math being fun, this doesn’t always show in the results. 

The Limestone Board Superintendent, Stephanie Sartor has pledged more funding for our maker space which is exciting news. This space has been a huge hit and the students enjoy it very much and this extra funding will go a long way. 

Last year Selby received $5000 to put towards parent engagement in math, this money was used for math bags that were sent home with students for the week to learn and play. The feedback was all positive and this school year Selby has another $5000 to add to it. 

Thanks to Mrs. McCutcheon, Selby the 5/6 and 6/7 classes will be working with Loving Spoonful and their GROW project to plant flower and vegetable gardens alongside the school (parking lot side). High school students will be building the plantar boxes and fences and planting will begin this fall. Students will also have an opportunity to travel to Little Cataraqui Conservation and a farm to learn about planting, harvesting and sustainable living. We are very fortunate to have this opportunity as Selby is the only school participating outside the Kingston area. Volunteers will be needed to help students on October 15 and December 5 from 11:40-1:20 and 2:00-3:30 each day. A notice will be put up on the Parent Council Facebook page. 

The grade 5/6 class will be getting to experience Learning Beyond the Classroom by spending the day for one week at the Museum in Napanee, journalling, learning about local people, culture and events as well as a guest speaker from Tyendinaga.  

Dr. Susan Yates came to speak to the JK-4 classes about science and showed them some experiments which they all loved. This is to help get more children interested in STEAM and science. 

The grade 7/8 class will get to participate in Experiential Learning with expanded tech classes and baking and other “real life” experiences. 

Mr. West mentioned purchasing extra insurance again this year for events at the school, such as the craft fair, or a fun fair or events of that nature. The cost protects the school and the parent council and costs $140.00 plus 8% tax for the year. Everyone thought this was a good idea, so insurance will be purchased. 


[bookmark: _GoBack]The craft sale so far has 40 interested vendors. It was decided that October 19th would be the payment deadline and payment can be dropped off at Norah’s house to avoid extra work for staff at the school.

The next parent council meeting was set for: October 25th at 6:00pm.
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